Appl. No. 09/914,227 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-6, 17 and 19 are pending in this application. 

Claim 1 is an independent claim from which the remaining 
claims depend. 
Entry of Amendment 

The above amendment should be entered because it places the 
application in condition for allowance. The amendment cancels the 
objected to claims and also modifies the wording of base claim 1. 
The amendment to claim 1 still includes the subject matter that the 
Examiner considered allowable in claim 1 as set forth in Section 12 
of the Office Action. 
Reply to Objections 

Claims 18 and 20 were objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c), as 
being of improper dependent form for failing to further limit the 
subject matter of a previous claim. 

These claims have been canceled and the objection is moot. 
Reply to Rejections 

Claims 1-6, 17 and 19 were rejected under 35 USC 112 first 
paragraph, as failing to comply with the written description 
requirement. Claim 1 has been amended and now does comply with 35 
USC 112 first paragraph. Also the dependent claims comply with 35 
USC 112 first paragraph in view of the amendments to the base 
claim. 
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The Examiner is requested to reconsider and withdraw the 
rejection of the claims under 35 USC 112 first paragraph. 
Second Rejection 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 USC 112 second paragraph as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and 
distinctly claim the subject matter which Applicant regards as the 
invention. This rejection in view of the amendment to base claim 1 
is traversed. 

Base claim 1 has been amended and now does comply with 3 5 USC 
112 second paragraph. 

The Examiner is requested to reconsider and withdraw the 
rejection of the claims under 35 USC 112 second paragraph. 
Third Rejection 

Claims 7-16, 18 and 20 were rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over WO MOO (WO91/03400) . These claims have 
been canceled and the rejection is now moot. 
Allowable Subject Matter 

In Section 12 of the Office Action, the Examiner indicated 
that claims 1-6, 17 and 19 would be allowable if rewritten or 
amended to overcome the rejections under 35 USC 112. Claim 1 has 
been amended and complies with 35 USC 112. The dependent claims 
are considered patentable at least for the same reasons as base 
claim 1 . 
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Foreign Priority 

In section 1 of the Office Action, the Examiner indicates 
that a certified copy of the Israel 132708 has not been 
received. A review of the record indicates that the 
International Bureau did forward the Israel 132708 to the U.S. 
Patent Office. Enclosed for example and marked Attachment A of 
three pages (1) Is notification from the Patent Office dated 
January 4, 2002 indicating that the foreign applications were 
noted. (2) Is a copy of the International Publication front page 
indicating that the priority data regarding Israel 132708 was 
submitted. (3) Is a copy of a letter from the International 
Bureau indicating that the priority documents were submitted 
including Israel 132708. 

The Patent Office is requested to review its records and 
files for the alleged missing Israel document 132708. 

Conclusion 

Should there be any outstanding matters that need to be 
resolved in the present application, the Examiner is respectfully 
requested to contact Elliot Goldberg (Reg. No. 33,347) at the 
telephone number of the undersigned below, to conduct an interview 
in an effort to expedite prosecution in connection with the present 
application. 
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If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, 
concurrent, and future replies, to charge payment or credit any 
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 02-2448 for any additional fees 
required under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.16 or 1.17; particularly, extension of 
time fees. 


Respectfully submitted, 

BIRCH, STEWART, KOLASCH & BIRCH, LLP 



CG/EAG/jm/lab Falls Church, VA 22 04 0-074 7 

2786-186P (703) 205-8000 

Attachment 
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